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Israel seized the strategically critical Golan Heights from Syria during the 1967 Six-Day War in an

audacious and determined operation. Yet when the Yom Kippur War broke out, the Israeli military

were caught off guard by the effectiveness of the newly confident and dangerous Syrian army. In

the Golan, only luck, herculean Israeli efforts, and tactical misjudgments by the Syrians were to

allow the Israelis to maintain control.  In this book, three pivotal encounters in the Golan are

assessed, tracking how both sides' forces evolved over the period. Syria dramatically improved

equipment and training standards after 1967 but suffered from a lack of flexibility. Conversely,

Israel's complacency following the Six-Day War saw its armored and mechanized infantry

weakened during the Yom Kippur War, forcing the rapid adoption of new tactics and strategies

midconflict.
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David Campbell has worked as a freelance new media producer and content specialist for many

years, including roles at IBM, the BBC, various internet consultancies, and the civil service. He is

the author of German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941.  Johnny Shumate works

as a freelance illustrator and lives in Nashville, Tennessee. His greatest influences are Angus

McBride, Don Troiani, and Ã‰douard Detaille.

This book succeeds in being as thorough as it can, within the space confines of the Osprey format,



and to strike a balance on multiple levels. It does a decent job on balancing strategic, operational

and tactical descriptions of the overall conflict and the specific battles. It's as well-researched (using

English-language, mostly secondary sources) as it probably can be, given the limitations on

Arabic-language Syrian sources. The photographs too are impressive both in quality and content,

but again, mostly from major Western archives. Johnny Shumate's illustrations are up to his usual

excellent standard, and the maps are very effective. There are some nice asides on battlefield

geography, unit organization, and personal equipment.This is a nice analysis based mostly on

sources that a serious Arab-Israeli war historian probably already has, but is clear, concise, and

nicely presented. It's rare to see much attention paid to the Syrian side, so for that reason this book

is worth picking up.
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Must admit I have not read it yet but I love the format.
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